
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call for Associated Regions 

DANube SEdiment Restoration: towards the deployment and 

upscaling of sustainable management of the sediments across the 

Danube catchment basin 
Open Call for Associated Regions 

1 September 2025 

  



[GA 101157942] DANSER  Page 2 of 12 
 

 
DANSER | Call for Associated Regions 

 

 Disclaimer  

Co-Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however 

those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European 

Union or CINEA. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be 

held responsible for them. 

 

Copyright message  

© Partners of the DANSER Consortium, 2025-2029 

 

Document history  

Version Date Description 

1.0 01.09.2025 First published version 

   

   

  



[GA 101157942] DANSER  Page 3 of 12 
 

 
DANSER | Call for Associated Regions 

Contents 

1. Context ............................................................................................................................... 4 

1.1. About the DANSER Project ........................................................................................ 4 

2. Call for Proposals ................................................................................................................ 5 

2.1. Eligibility ..................................................................................................................... 7 

2.2. Expected Activities ...................................................................................................... 8 

2.3. Financial Support ........................................................................................................ 9 

2.4. Application Process ...................................................................................................10 

2.5. Selection Process and Results .................................................................................. 11 

2.6. Tentative Timeline ......................................................................................................12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



[GA 101157942] DANSER  Page 4 of 12 
 

 
DANSER | Call for Associated Regions 

1. Context 

The EU Mission "Restore Our Ocean and Waters by 2030" aims to protect and restore the health 

of our aquatic ecosystems through research, innovation, citizen engagement, and blue 

investments. This mission takes an integrated approach, treating ocean and waters as one unified 

system, essential for achieving climate neutrality and restoring nature. To achieve this goal, key 

strategies include broad public mobilization and the creation of an advanced digital knowledge 

system, called "Digital Twin Ocean". Additionally, the mission promotes regional collaboration and 

synergies by establishing "lighthouses" in key marine and river basins, including the Atlantic-

Arctic, Mediterranean Sea, Baltic-North Sea, and Danube-Black Sea. These lighthouses act as 

central hubs for piloting, showcasing, nurturing, and implementing mission-driven activities 

throughout the EU's water bodies. 

 

1.1. About the DANSER Project 

DANSER - DANube SEdiment Restoration - is a project co-financed under the Horizon Europe 

programme, which supports the EU Mission “Restore Our Ocean and Waters.” The project 

focuses on the urgent need for sustainable sediment management in the Danube River Basin 

(DRB), targeting the Danube River-Black Sea system. The project focuses on three 

demonstration sites located in Austria - Upper Danube Demo, Croatia - Middle Danube Demo, 

and Romania - Lower Danube Demo. These sites serve as focal points for applying and testing 

innovative solutions to restore sediment balance, improve sediment quality, and enhance 

ecosystem services. 

In addition to these demonstration sites, DANSER encompasses a number of pilot and sibling 

locations within the Danube River Basin, where lessons learned and best practices will be shared, 

and future restoration efforts will be planned. These sites will include actions for sustainable 

sediment management in the basin, integrating scientific knowledge with local efforts to revitalize 

ecosystems, enhance biodiversity, and ensure the long-term sustainability of both human and 

ecological activities. 

The primary activities of DANSER include: 

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters_en
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Upper Danube: a) Characterization and mapping of sediment dynamics and hydromorphological 

processes, b) Sediment transport modelling and hydrological restoration strategies, c) Ecological 

restoration of floodplains, and d) Development of long-term sediment management strategies. 

Middle Danube: a) Sediment budget analysis, b) Restoration of lateral connectivity between the 

river and floodplains, c) Monitoring of biodiversity and water quality, and d) Engagement with local 

communities to implement sediment management measures. 

Lower Danube: a) Improvement of sediment dynamics through nature-based solutions, b) 

Restoration of riparian habitats, c) Monitoring and mapping of sediment transport and ecosystem 

health, and d) Supporting local stakeholder engagement in sediment management practices. 

The shared goal of all DANSER activities is to demonstrate effective sediment restoration 

measures at key sites within the Danube River Basin, while recommending further actions 

required to improve sediment management across the region’s wetlands, floodplains, and riparian 

habitats. The project adopts a holistic and interdisciplinary approach, with an emphasis on local 

community involvement and citizen engagement throughout the following implementation phases: 

a) identification of needs and challenges through consultations with stakeholders, analysis of 

scientific data, and reviewing relevant reports, b) preparation phase (assessing the baseline 

conditions through fieldwork, data gathering, and monitoring), and c) implementation phase 

(applying techniques to restore sediment dynamics and connectivity). 

 

2. Call for Proposals 

DANSER invites Associated Regions to join the project, contributing to the scalability and 

replication of its solutions in other regions. We aim to integrate at least five Associated Regions, 

spanning the four referential basins (Danube-Black Sea, Atlantic-Arctic, Mediterranean Sea, 

and Baltic-North Sea)1. Associated Regions are envisioned as strategic partners, contributing to 

the integration of DANSER solutions within their territories, thereby catalysing the sustainable 

 

1 A minimum of 1 representative from each basin will be selected, with a particular emphasis on selecting 
at least 2 regions from the Danube River and Black Sea Basin. However, if no valid or eligible applications 
are received from a particular basin, valid applications from other basins will be considered based on their 
ranking. 
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management of sediments across different basins. These regions will collaborate with the project 

to demonstrate the feasibility, replicability, and scale-up potential of such innovative solutions. 

The DANSER project envisions bidirectional involvement of the Associated Regions, enabling 

them to access cutting-edge ideas, techniques, and results developed through the project. This 

collaboration will foster genuine motivation in the regions to plan and implement significant 

activities aimed at sediment management and ecosystem restoration. 

As active members of the Danube Lighthouse Community of Practice (CoP), the Associated 

Regions will engage with project partners, external networks, and stakeholders at local and 

regional demonstrator levels. This will ensure that the regions provide valuable inputs for the 

development and validation of innovations within the demonstrator areas. 

Throughout the project, DANSER will share outcomes, knowledge, and technical expertise with 

the selected Associated Regions. This will provide the necessary support to build regional 

capacity and enable the implementation of innovative solutions for sustainable sediment 

management. 

 

By becoming Associated Regions with DANSER, regions will: 

• Gain access to our rich knowledge base, expertise, and tools. 

• Be empowered to craft their own roadmap and action plans for ecosystem restoration. 

• Benefit from technical assistance which will help them: 

• Develop roadmaps and action plans for sediment restoration; 

• Gain deeper insights into sediment dynamics and cause-effect relationships; 

• Integrate innovative actions to restore sediment balance and improve sediment flow 

and quality. 
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2.1. Eligibility  

Eligible beneficiaries for this call are local and/or regional authorities from Member States and 

associated countries to Horizon Europe Programme2. Countries that are part of the DANSER 

consortium cannot participate3. Applicants, if selected, must abide and comply with the same 

contractual obligations of the project’s Grant Agreement4 under Articles 12 (conflict of interest), 

13 (confidentiality and security), 14 (ethics), 17.2 (visibility), 18 (specific rules for carrying out 

actions), 19 (information), and 20 (record-keeping). 

The Associated Regions may be represented by individual organisations or a consortium. Only 

local and/or regional authorities may apply (either alone or jointly).  

The EU restrictive measures are applicable to this call. Applicants can check these restrictions: 

Article 29 of the Treaty on the European Union (TEU), Article 215 of the Treaty on the Functioning 

of the EU (TFEU), EU Sanctions Map5 as well as Council Implementing Decision (EU) 

2022/25066. 

Eligible beneficiaries, referred to as Associated Regions in the DANSER project, are understood 

as areas with similar ecosystems (e.g., neighbouring regions and/or regions from different river 

basins) and/or less-developed regions, with the aim of building capacity to implement innovative 

solutions for sediment management and ecosystem restoration. The proposed activities should 

align with and complement DANSER DEMO activities and must be of high quality and credibility. 

 

 

 

 

 

2 See full List of Participating Countries in Horizon Europe. 
3 Countries that are part of the DANSER consortium and thus cannot participate: Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Ireland, Portugal, Romania, and Ukraine. 
 
4 The mentioned Articles can be found in the Annotated Grant Agreement (AGA) for the EU Funding 
Programmes 2021-2027.   
5 https://www.sanctionsmap.eu/#/main 
6 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32022D2506 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/common/guidance/aga_en.pdf
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Key Eligibility Criteria: 

• Applicant entities must be local and/or regional authorities from an ‘Associated Region’. 

• ‘Associated Regions’ should be located in EU Member States or Horizon Europe 

associated countries, and not in any of the countries of the partners of the DANSER 

project. 

• Each ‘Associated Region’ shall benefit from the financial support to third parties (FSTP) 

only once under the same Horizon Europe topic7.The involvement of ‘Associated 

regions’ that have not yet participated in Mission projects will be favoured in case of a 

tie. 

 

In addition, applicants should submit their proposals by the deadline. DANSER encourages 

Associated Regions to submit their application in English using the provided template.  

 

2.2. Expected Activities 

The activities that selected beneficiaries may carry out include: 

• Sediment monitoring actions. 

• Data collection (historical data sets, forecasts). 

• Actions to raise awareness about sediment flow alterations. 

• Planning of future actions for sediment management and restoration. 

• Development of implementation plans on a larger scale. 

• Identification of funding sources for future implementation actions. 

• Identification of relevant business cases and models for sustainability and scaling up. 

 

 

 

 

7 Please fill-in and sign the relevant form.  
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2.3. Financial Support 

The maximum amount of financial support per recipient is set up to EUR 65,000 (regardless of 

whether the applicant is a single individual entity or a consortium)8. It will be provided in two 

separate lump sums:  

• First Payment: 25% of the contracted/agreed total lump-sum by the signature of the 

adhesion contract. 

• Second/Final Payment: 75% of the contracted/agreed total lump-sum upon completion, 

delivery and validation of the due report on the activities performed.  

The proposals will be ranked according to specific criteria: 

Criteria for ranking proposals9 

At the proposal stage the following criteria will be used for ranking: 

▪ Criterion #1 (C#1): The degree of complementarity and/or synergy with DANSER 

demo/pilots’ activities and scope.  

▪ Criterion #2 (C#2): The quality and credibility of the proposed activities by the candidate 

(a) individual organisation, or (b) consortium.  

The following criterion will be used for calculating the exact amount of financial support: (end of 

the activities)  

▪ Criterion #3 (C#3): The degree and quality of completion of tasks upon selection and 

engagement in DANSER. This will be assessed through the reviews and checkpoints on 

the activities conducted by each ‘Associated Region’ and the evaluation of the final report 

or deliverable to be issued by each ‘Associated Region’. 

All criteria are to be scored from 1 to 5 with the possibility of “half-points”. 

At the call stage, the Criteria C#1 and C#2 will be used to score and rank proposals for selection 

but also for the financial support threshold definition, according to the following rule: 

 

8 Both the proposal score and the final score may lower the funding support threshold. See specific rules 
below. 
9 At the proposal stage (same criteria used for ranking and selection). 
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𝑷𝑹𝑶𝑷𝑶𝑺𝑨𝑳 𝑺𝑪𝑶𝑹𝑬 =  
C#1 x 1.3+C#2 

3,3
  

 

Minimum Thresholds: C#1 → 3; C#2 → 3. 

Overall threshold → 3. 

 

The initial exact amount of FSTP will then be calculated as follows: 

• The Proposal Score will be approximated to the “half point”. If below 3, the proposal 

and the candidate are not eligible for financial support.  

• For Proposal Scores above the threshold (3): 

 

Proposal Score (C#1, C#2) Maximum Financial Support 

3.0 
75% of EUR 65,000 or 75% of the amount requested by the 

applicant, whichever is the lowest. 

3.5 
85% of EUR 65,000 or 85% of the amount requested by the 

applicant, whichever is the lowest. 

4.0 or above 
100% of EUR 65,000 or 100% of the amount requested by the 

applicant, whichever is the lowest. 

 

The final exact amount will be corrected upon evaluation and scoring of Criterion C#3, for which: 

 

C#3 Score Second/Final Payment 

below 3.0 
Second/final payment suspended. Corrective actions to ask. If not 

resolved, payment is cancelled. 

3.0 75% of amount due in the second/final payment 

3.5 or above 100% of amount due in the second/final payment 

 

2.4. Application Process 

This call for proposals opens on 1st September 2025 at 17:00 (CET). Proposals must be 

submitted by 1st November 2025 at 17:00 (CET). The application form is available online, here: 

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/DANSER-OC-2025.  

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/DANSER-OC-2025
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Applicants can find the template for the proposal Technical Template on the submission form and 

on the DANSER website here: https://danserproject.eu/open-call/. Applicants are encouraged to 

download and complete the template, and submit it in PDF format. 

Call type: Single Stage 

Call opening date: 1st September 2025 

Call closing date: 1st November 2025 

Language: English 

Submission:  https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/DANSER-OC-2025  

 

Please send any queries about applications by email to info@danserproject.eu. DANSER will 

post a FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) section on the project’s website, which will be updated 

regularly. 

 

Contingency Plan 

In case of a low number of applicants, or scores below the overall threshold (3), the DANSER 

consortium, will by all channels of communication further advertise the opportunity, and 

immediately decide whether the process can be extended (clearly informing of the changes 

through the established channels such as website and Funding & Tenders portal). 

 

2.5. Selection Process and Results 

The mentioned criteria will be used to score and rank the proposals for selection according to the 

above-mentioned calculation of the Proposal Score. 

The DANSER Associated Regions should range the four referential basins (Danube-Black Sea, 

Atlantic-Arctic, Baltic-North Sea, and Mediterranean Sea). A minimum of one representative of 

https://danserproject.eu/open-call/
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/DANSER-OC-2025
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each basin is expected to be selected, whereas a minimum of 2 for the Danube-Black Sea basin 

shall be selected. 

The “technical” process of selection of Associated Regions will be led by a jury composed of 

senior members of the consortium together with members of the Advisory Board. 3 to 8 jury 

members shall be selected and absence of conflict of interest shall be declared by each, in order 

to integrate the jury.  

DANSER will publish the results of the FSTP process online without delay and will include a 

description of third-party projects, the date of award, the duration, the authority awarded, the legal 

name and country. 

 

2.6. Tentative Timeline 

Evaluation and Selection: until 31st December 2025 

Granting completed: 31st January 2026 

Project implementation: from 1st March 2026 

Project End: 30th September 2028 

 

Processing of Personal Data 

Personal data that will be collected, processed, and published in accordance with the European 

GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) regulation 2016/679. 

 

 

 

Project Coordinator Contact  

Iulian Nichersu | iulian.nichersu@ddni.ro 

 

mailto:iulian.nichersu@ddni.ro

